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LATE UTKALMONI PANDIT GOPABANDHU DAS: 
A Short Life-Sketch 


~oCY Go 


Late Utkalmoni Pandit Gopabandhu Das, 
the maker of modern Orissa, was born on 9th 
October, 1877 in a small village called Suando 
in Satyabadi Police Station in the district of 
Puri. Srimati Swarnamayi Devi, mother of 
Gopabandhu, was the third wife of his father, 
Sri Daitari Das who was a Muktar and a great 
devotee of Lord Krushna. Gopabandhu lost 
his mother shortly after his birth and in 
many of his poems he made feeling references. 
to his mother about whom he had no recollec- 
tion. Gopabandhu was actually brought up 
by his aunt Srimati Kamala Devi who was a 
widow from a very early age. Gopabandhu in 
many of his writings referred to his aunt: who 
inspired young Gopabandhu with the ideals of 
service and self-immolation. In those days 
facilities for education were almost non-existent 
in remote villages like the one where Gopa- 
bandhu was born and had his being. But 
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Gopabandhu’s father very much wanted that 
motherless Gopabandhu should have a good 
education on modern lines and make his mark 
in life. Gopabandhu was attracted to the 
Oriya epic “‘Bhagabat” by Jagannath Das from 
a very early age as he had to read out one 
Canto from the “‘Bhagabat’” every evening 
before the family deity Lord Krushna. The 
entire “‘Bhagabat” was almost on his lips and 
in after life in all his writings and speeches 
Gopabandhu quoted liberally and extensively 
from Jagannath Das’s ‘‘Bhagabat” which is one 
of the most revered religious books read 
almost in every Oriya home. 


Gopabandhu’s father Daitari Das in his 
anxiety to get his son educated started a 
U. P. School in his village. Gopabandhu’s love 
of literature and flair for composing poems 
became manifest early in his school life and 
he composed many poems at that tender age. 


In those days child marriage was the order 
of the day and specially Gopabandhu'’s father 
was anxious to get Gopabandhu married soon 
as Gopabandhu was motherless. So at the early 
age of 12 Gopabandhu was married to 
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Srimati Moti Devi when Gopabandhu was a 
student of the U. P. School in his village. After 
completing his studies in the village school, 
Gopabandhu went to an M. V. School in 
Village Rupdeipur at a distance of 5 miles. At 
this school Gopabandhu’s poetic talent got 
free scope and he composed many poems which 
were highly appreciated. He later got 
admitted into the Puri Zilla School and even 
when he was in the lower classes, he success- 
fully competed in the literary competitions and 
got many prizes for his literary compositions. 
He was a keen debater even from his early 
school days. While at school Gopabandhu’s 
father passed away. 


In the year 1899 Gopabandhu passed out 
of the Puri Zilla School and was admitted into 
the Ravenshaw College at Cuttack. Besides 
his studies Gopabandhu took keen and active 
interest in social service and debating societies. 
While in the College Gopabandhu in the 
company of his intimate friend late Braja- 
sundar Das and Acharya Harihar Das used to: 
go out to help and nurse the poor and the sick 
in the town and collect funds for poor students 
of the College and render social service to the 
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needy. His interest in poetry and literature 
at this period was very deep and abiding. Two 
or three of his publications contain poems 
composed at this period. In 1902 Gopabandhu 
passed the F. A. Examination. That year 
saw the birth of the Utkal Sammilani and at 
Berhampur the first Session of the Utkal 
Sammilani was held which was attended by 
Gopabandhu. He composed a song for 
the occasion which was highly appreciated 
there. Mr. M. S. Das, the Grand old man of 
Orissa, thad telegraphicaly summoned 
Gopabandhu to the Conference. Gopabandhu 
passed the B. A. Examination in 1904. Shortly 
before his examination Gopabandhu lost his 
only son in most tragic circumstances. When 
the son was lying seriously ill in a rented 
house at Puri, Gopabandhu was there by his 
side but at that time he received a report that 
some villages in the interior of the district had 
been flooded and immediate arrangement for 
relief should be made. At this Gopabandhu 
got ready to go to the affected area. But as 
the condition of the ailing son was causing 
anxiety, his friends and relatives advised him 
not to leave Puri. At this Gopabandhu said, 
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*“Fhere are so many to look after him. What 
more can I do ? But there are so many people 
crying for succour in the afflicted areas and it 
is my duty to go there. Lord Jagannath is 
here to take care of the boy”. So saying 
Gopabandhu left for the flooded area and when 
after some days he came back to Puri he learnt 
that his son had died two days earlier. This 
cruel blow snapped the link which tied him to 
his household and .after this Gopabandhu 
Irterally spent himself in the service of the 
poor and the distressed. 


Gopabandhu went to Calcutta for his Law 
studies. After appearing at the B. L. Examina- 
tion, Gopabandhu was in Cuttack when he 
received the news of his success in the B. L. 
Examination and the death of his wife simulta- 
neously. 

In the year 1902 Gopabandhu along with 
Acharya Harihar, Pandit Nilakantha Das and 
Sj. Ananta Misra took a vow that he would 
devote his life to the service of the country 
and after the B. L. Examination he went from 
village to village in the district of Puri along 
with some youngmen in the garb of “‘Sanyasis” 
preaching the message of the Swadeshi move- 
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ment. In August, 1907 a vast area in Jajpur 
and Kendrapara in Cuttack District was 
flooded by the swollen Brahmani and the 
Kharaswan rivers. Gopabandhu had formed 
the Central Young Utkal Association with 
Mr. R. Shaw, Principal of the Ravenshaw 
College, as President and himself General 
Secretary. At the time of the flood, Pandit 
Gopabandhu along with some other members 
of the Association went -to the flooded areas 
and gave relief to the distressed people for 
months together. A famine followed the flood 
in those areas and Gopabandhu along with 
other members of the Association strove hard 
to collect funds and give doles to the 
famine-stricken pcople. As the then Govern- 
ment fought shy of declaring the area as 
famine-stricken, Gopabandhu got the represen- 
tative of the Statesman newspaper from 
Calcutta to visit the areas and publish first- 
hand accounts of the situation there. For thus 
Gopabandhu incurred the wrath of the then 
Government. 


For some months Gopabandhu worked as 
the Headmaster of the newly established 
H. E. School at Nilgiri and afterwards he 
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started practice as a lawyer at Cuttack and 
Puri. Subsequently he was invited by Maharaja 
Sriramchandra Bhanja of Mayurbhanj through 
late Mr. M. S. Das to Baripada where he was 
appointed Government Pleader. During this 
period Gopabandhu was the Chief Adviser of 
the Maharaja who became very popular 
amongst the people not only of his State but 
throughout Orissa. Gopabandhu left Baripada 
in 1912 when the State was taken over by the 
Political Department under the Court of 
Wards management. He refused to accept a 
high judicial post offered by the Political 
Agent. Then he came to Cuttack and later 
established his practice at Puri. But as a lawyer 
his foremost advice to the clients was to 
amicably settle matters out of Court and he 
never accepted a brief from anyone whose 
cause he did not believe to be just. At this 
period he liberally helped poor students with 
monetary help and took part in public activi- 
ties. During this period he established one 
M. E. School at Sakhigopal of which he was 
the Secretary. At this time he gave earnest 
thought to the question of establishing a school 
where youngmen would be trained to become 
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real leaders of the country and the people. 
With this end in view and with the ideal of 
plain living and high thinking Gopabandhu 
started the open-air Satyabadi School on the 
lines of the ancient Gurukula. He recruited a 
band of young, selfless and distinguished 
graduates of the university as teachers who 
chose to work for the sake of love for service. 
A group of brilliant intellectuals including 
Pandit Nilakantha Das, late Pandit Godavaris 
Misra, Acharya Harihar Das, late Pandit Krupa- 
sindhu Misra, Pandit Basudev Mahapatra and 
Sri Ramchandra Rath offered to serve 
as teachers on a mere subsistence allowance. 
Brick and mortar was discarded and teaching 
was conducted under the shades of ever-green 
trees laden with flowers and fruits. The disci- 
plined life of the students who lived there with 
the teachers, the training imparted, the 
atmosphere and the idealism and earnestness 
that animated those who were connected with 
the institution soon attracted the attention of 
the biggest in the land. Dignity of labour 
permeated the entire institution and instruction 
was imparted through play and work. Gopa- 
bandhu helped the institution not only by his 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


( 9୨) 


labour but in money. Gopabandhu'’s idea was 
to establish a network of such institutions 
throughout the country and through these 
institutions to preach the message of nationa- 
Jism and train up a generation of patriotic and 
selfless youngmen who would free the country 
from bondage. The institution was visited 
by Chancellors and Vice-Chancellors of the 
Universities and it drew ihe admiration of 
numerous eminent scholars both of India and 
abroad. 


Sir Ashutosh who visited the institution 
in June, 1917 wrote : 


“I visited the Satyabadi School with great 
interest. The school possesses many remark- 
able features. It is managed by well-educated 
Oriyas who have realised the great truth that 
spread of education amongst their people can 
be effected on the surest and soundest lines by 
persons, who are prepared to make great 
sacrifice. It is obvious to me that the school 
is backed by more than one such devoted and 
enthusiastic young man. They have further 
realised that true education is possible without 
expensive and luxurious equipments; indeed, 
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such equipments are rather a hindrance than 
an assistance to the cause of the spread of 
education amongst an essentially poor people. 
Indians in the old days were accustomed to 
receive sound education and culture without 
appreciable expenditure of money. Under 
altered conditions, that may no longer be 
possible; but it cannot be denied that many 
well-meaning people labour under the delusion 
that expensive buildings and other like agencies 
are essential for the spread of education. The 
promoters of this school have set a laudable 
example to the country. Their ideals are 
high, they understand the value of discipline 
and culture—mental, moral and physical; the 
result of their labours is likely to be great for 
the very reason that the beginnings are So 
humble; one cannot but wish that every village 
in Bengal should possess a genuine plan of 
instruction like the Satyabadi School.” 


Mahatma Gandhi who also visited the 
school wrote in his “Young India” on 13th 
April, 1921—“‘Orissa has workers too. Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das, an ex-M. L. C., an ex-pleader 
and many other things besides, is a selfless | 
Jeader. He and his band, live on rice and 
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dal. They rarely take ghee now-a-days. After 
non-co-operation the workers have reduced 
themselves to the lowest honorarium even as 
little as ten rupees per month. No wonder if 
I believe that with such earnest men Swaraj 
is possible of attainment during the year. 
Pandit Gopabandhu has an open-air school at 
| Sakhigopal, twelve miles on this side of Puri. 
It is a grove school. It is worthy of visit. I 
passed a most delightful day in the midst of 
the boys and their teachers. It is a serious 
experiment in open-air teaching. Some of the 
boys are powerful athtets.” 


The school which had been affiliated to 
the then Calcutta University and subsequently 
to the Patna University was converted into a 
national school in the year 1921 following the 
non-co-operation movement launched by 
Mahatma Gandhi. Gopabandhu refused to 
accept a Government grant of Rs. 20,000/- for 
the construction of the school-building and 


severed all connection with the University, 
which was under Government control. 


Gopabandhu was a member of the old 
Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council for 
4 years from 1917 to 1920, and during his 
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parliamentary life he steadfastly fought for the 
masses with the administration. His battle in 
the legislature with Mr. Grumnning, the then 
Commisiosner of Orissa in March, 1920 on the 
question of relief to the famine-stricken people 
of Puri in 1919 and his systematic fight for 
permitting the people of the coastal areas 
of Orissa to manufacture salt free of duty for 
their own consumption is an epic story. His 
forceful speeches on the floor of the legislature 
made the then Governor of Bihar & Orissa. 
Sir Edward Gait, to come down to the affected 
areas and after the visit, the Governor told 
Gopabandhu—‘‘The Government have not 
done all that they ought to have done.” 


Pandit Gopabandhu strained every nerve 
for the relief of the famine-stricken people 
and this also attracted Mahatma Gandhi's 
notice and Mahatmaji deputed late Sj. A. V. 
Thakkar to look after relief work in this area. 
The Peoples’ Famine Relief Committee was 
formed with Pandit Gopabandhu as President 
and Sj. A. V. Thakkar as Secretary. 


Pandit Gopabandhu was also a member of 
the‘ Senate and Syndicate of the Patna Univer- 
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sity. He was a member of the Puri District 
Board. 


Pandit Gopabandhu’s efforts and anxiety 
for keeping alive Oriya language and Oriya 
culture in the outlying Oriya-speaking areas is 
not to be forgotten in Orissa. His presidential 
address in the annual conference of the Utkal 
Sammilani in 1919 at Cuttack is a historical 
document which even now sends a thrill through 
those who read it. 


With a view to developing Oriya litera- 
ture’ and encourging literary efforts, Gopa- 
bandhu published a magazine—‘Satyabadi’” 
from Sakhigopal in 1915. But he realisect 
that in order to educate the masses politically, 
ventilate their real grievances and problems 
and make public opinion felt, a newspaper was 
absolutely essential and therefore he started 
the “Samaj” as an Oriya weekly from Sakhi- 
gopal in 1919. Gopabandhu’s idea was that 
each copy would be priced one pice, so that 
every house in the villages of Orissa can afford 
to purchase a copy and read it. Subsequently 
the “Samaj” became the most popular daily 
of Orissa. Gopabandhu was the Editor of the 
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paper when it was a weekly till his death. His 
simple, elegant and forceful style in Oriya is 
still the ideal of Oriya prose-writers. 

His work in the field of Education was 
unique. As early as 1910-11 he organised 
Universal Education League and along with 
the Satyabadi open-air school established a 
number of educational institutions in diffe- 
rent parts of Orissa, Oriya-speaking tracts, 
such as Singhbhum (now in Bihar), Phuljhar, 
Chandrapur, Bindranuagar (in Madhya Pra- 
desh), Mandasa, Tarala, Tekkali (now in 
Andhra) etc. and in some of the Feudatory 
States and made provision of teaching of 
students of different linguistic communities 
including Adivasies and Scheduled Castes 
without any distinction in the said institutions. 
He was instrumental in organising a number 
of educational institutions in Calcutta for the 
benefit of the Oriya labourers. He established 
a Pice-Fund for financing Primary Education 
in the outlying Oriya-speaking areas and even 
now some Primary Schools are receiving grants 
from the Fund. He established a Khadi and 
Village Industries’ Trust in the district of Puri 
to propagate spinning and weaving and thereby 
provide relief to the distressed people of the 
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Flood-affected areas and the same in now 
being managed as a Trust and is producing 
Khadi worth over Rs. 1 lakh a year and is 
supporting nearly 2000 families. 


In the field of social reform and removal 
of untouchability he did pioneering work. As 
early as in 1910-11 he introduced inter-dinning 
in the Satyabadi School Hostel and adopted 
a Harijan boy and got him educated in the 
said school and then in college at his own cost. 
‘Caste and Scheduled Caste students were 
treated alike in the said institution. 


He was a highly religiously minded person 
and had organised and encouraged “‘Bhagabat 
Mandirs”’ and “‘“‘Village Panchayats” in diffe- 
rent parts of Orissa where religious and cultural 
education used to be imported to the common 
people and social work used to be undertaken. 
He organised Village Co-operative Societies 
and integrated the same to the said “‘Bhagbat 
Mandirs”’. As early as 1912-13 he had con- 
‘ceived Co-operative Commonwealth as the 
objective of the Country. 


Gopabandhu brought the message of the 
Indian National Congress to Orissa. He 
used to attend Congress earlier,but in 1920 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


( 16 ) 


after the special Calcutta Session of the Con- 
gress, Gopabandhu decided to throw him- 
self heart and soul into Mahatmaji’s non- 
‘co-operation movement. On hearing of Gopa- 
bandhu’s decision to shun parliamentary acti- 
vities, Sir Edward Gait, the then Governor: 
of Orissa, who had developed great regard for 
him, tried to dissuade him from pursuing that 
course but Gopabandhu was not to be deflected 
from his course. In his reply to the Governor 
he said that goodness or sympathy in a few 
British administrators cannot solve the pro- 
blems of the country. British Raj is absolutely 
merciless and no self-respecting Indian could 
co-operate with the system. India must rely on 
its own strength. 


After his return from Congress session at 
Calcutta, he dedicated himself to the cause of 
Congress. The first Provincial Congress Commi- 
ttee in Orissa was formed in 1920 with Pandit 
Gopabandhu as President and he continued as 
such till he breathed his last on the 17th June, 
1928 


Gopabandhu set about forming Congress 
Committees in each district and in the 35th 
Session of the Indian National Congress held 
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at Nagpur, a contingent of 35 delegates frome 
Orissa under the leadership of Gopabandhu 
took part in the deliberations. On coming 
back from Nagpur, Gopabandhu attended 
the Session of the Utkal Sammilani at 
Chakradharpur in Singbhum where it was 
decided that the Utkal Sammilani should be 
affiliated to the Indian National Congress. At 
Gopabandhu’s invitation Mahatma Gandhi 
visited Orissa in 1921 and toured Cuttack, 
Puri and Berhampur. 


Gopabandhu was prosecuted by the then 
Government for having written an article: 
in the “Samaj” criticising the conduct of the 
police. A thorough non-co-operator, Gopa- 
bandhu did not contest the case but ultimately 
he was acquitted. 


Gopabandhu was arrested by the police 
on 31st May, 1922 under the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act and was convicted and 
sentenced to 2 years’ imprisonment on 26th 
June, 1922 and he was transferred to thse 
Hazaribagh Jail in January, 1923. When 
Jeaving Orissa by train Gopabandhu set down 
his thoughts in verses and that poetical work 
which was published under the title “Bandir 
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Atmakatha” (Thoughts of the Prisoner) is a 
unique treasure in Oriya literature inspiring 
millions of his countrymen in the struggle for 
the country’s freedom. Soon after his release 
from jail, Gopabandhu attended the Utkal 
Political Conference which was being held 
at Cuttack under the presidentship of Acharya 
Prafulla Chandra Ray of Bengal. The Con- 
ference accorded a tremendous ovation to 
Gopabandhu and in that Conference Acharya 
P. C. Ray in his presidential address said that 
Goepabandhu was truly “‘Utkalmoni’”’ and since 
then Gopabandhu is popularly known as 
Utkalmoni. 


Gopabandhu’s service in the cause of the 
flood and famine-afflicted people is unfor- 
gettable. At his instance late Rev. C. F. 
Andrews visited the flood-affected areas in 
1925 and in 1919 Lala Lajpat Ray, the Founder- 
President of the Servants of the People Society 
sent Lala Mohanlal to work in the distressed 
areas along with Thakkar Bapa. In 1925 Lalaji 
visited Puri and stayed with Gopabandhu. In 
1926 in the course of a talk with Gopabandhu, 
Lalaji invited Gopabandhu to be a member of the 
Servants of the People Society and Gopabandhu 
agreed to join the Society. Gopabandhu and 
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at his instance late Pandit Lingaraj Misra 
became members of the Society and in 192% 
Gopabandhu was elected as the Vice-President 
of the Society at its Annual Session in Lahore. 


His friendship with Thakkar Bapa and 
Rev. C. F. Andrews was so deep that in almost 
all the social and educational work he used to 
consult them. A few days before his death 
he received from Thakkar Bapa a letter in 
which he advised him not to overstrain himself 
so much as his life was so valuable to the 
country. He wrote to him from Donhad 
(Gujrat) on 19-1-1927. 

“I am so sorry to learn that you are once 
more attacked by Malaria. I hope by now you 
have shaken it off. Yes, for God's sake Keep 
regular diet and hours of sleep. You are too 
valuable to be lost. If you are healthy you 
will be better able to serve Orissa. One 
relieving feature of your letter is that you con- 
vey therein the information that Mahatmajee 
has promised you to pass the whole of Novem- 
ber in Orissa. My only wish would be to pass 
at least half of that period with him in Orissa, 
if not the whole of it. Yes, I can well imagine 
to my mind what the devastation must have 
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‘been this time owing to the excessive rainfall 
last monsoon. We had a little taste: of over- 
flooding this side too for this year. Your 
parts must no doubt be miserably bad. God 
will help you. You lave done very well in 
starting paddy-husking relief in some centres, 
also Charkha work in others. Mahatmajee 
need not and should not go to any Feudatory 
State, but if he goes to Angul or Khand- 
mahals, our present purpose will be served. 
If he gets a bird’s eye view of the aboriginal 
problem by going there my soul will rest in 
peace.” 


But alas ! Gopabandhu could not pay 
heed to the advice of Thakkar Bapa and 
strained himself so hard in the service of the 
distressed people that he could not survive to 
be with Gandhijee and Thakkar Bapa in Nove- 
mber next as scheduled by him. 


In July, 1927 Gopabandhu removed the 
office of the ‘‘Samaj” and the “‘Satyabadi Press” 
to Cuttack. In 1927 at the instance of Gopa- 
bandhu the Orissa Flood Relief Committee 
was formed and Gopabandhu became its Secre- 
tary and devoted most of his time to this work. 
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At this time his elder brother Sri Narayan Das 
died and this greatly depressed Gopabandhu. 
In June, 1928 Gopabandhu was invited by the 
Oriya labourers of Calcutta to go there and 
although he had just recovered from an attack 
of Typhoid he went there and stayed in the 
slum area amongst the labourers. On return 
from Calcutta Gopabandhu had a relapse and 
on the 17th June, 1928 Gopabandhu breathed 
his last at Sakhigopal in the presence of his 
colleagues and friends after dictating his last 
will and testament at the age of 51. He con- 
stituted the “Samaj” and the “‘Satyabadi Press” 
into a Trust and appointed the Servants of 
the People Society as the Trustee. 


Modern Orissa in all spheres bears the 
impress of Gopabandhu who literally dedicated 
his life in the service of the poor, the distres- 
sed and the downtrodden and for the freedom 
of the Country. 


On the sad and premature death of Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das, Mahatma Gandhi made 
the following observation. 


“Pandit Gopabandhu Das was one of the 
noblest among the sons of Orissa, the land of 
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sorrows and tears. Gopabandhu Babu had 
given his all to Orissa. I heard of him and 
his sterling character and steadfastness when 
Sjt. Amritlal Thakar was sent to Orissa in 
1919 to distribute relief to the famine-stricken. 
Sjt. Thakkar used to write to me how Gopa- 
bandhu Babu braved inconvenience and 
disease in struggling to help the helpless. He 
gave up his practice and his membership of the 
Legislative Council during the Non-co-opera- 
tion days and never wavered. What was more 
for him was to stake the existence of his 
dearest creation, the Satyabadi School. He 
braved the taunts of some of his closest friends 
and persisted to his eternal honour in what 
they considered to be his folly. His one 
ambition in life was to see dismembered Utkal 
united and happy. He had lately become a 
member of Lala Lajpat Rai’s society and was 
planning to make Khadi an efficient vehicle 
for the economic relief of poverty and flood- 
stricken Orissa. The country is the poorer 
for the death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das.” 


The lamentable death of Pandit Gopa- 
bandhu Das was considered by Lala Lajpat Rai 
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as a calamity for the country. In course of 
his condolence message he wrote, 


“The late Pandit Gopabandhu Das of 
Orissa was literally a prince among men. He 
was possessed of a deep religious faith of the 
extreme orthodox type and by his high per- 
sonal character showed that what helped men 
to be good and pure was not a belief in creeds 
and doctrines but religion lived.” “He gave 
his all to his people-his body, his purse, his 
talents, his energy and his soul. With the 
exception of Mahatma Gandhi himself I have 
not come across another Indian leader who was 
so simply clad as Gopabandhu used to be 
ever since the fateful 1920. The only two 
pieces of cloth he used were his dhoti and his 
chadder-hand-spun and hand-woven of course. 
He had only one dress all the time, be it in 
private or in public, be it in meetings or in 
courts, in school or in the Congress Durbars. 
He was pre-eminently one who lived as he 
professed-honest, truthful, frank, guilcless, sim- 
ple and unostentatious. Among his people 
he wielded an influence which was unique. He 
was the uncrowned King of Orissa. At the 
‘time of his death he was not young but by 
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no means was he old too. He enjoyed a per- 
petual youth ever willing to work at high pres- 
sure, to give himself away to the care of the 
people and to be in the forefront of the battle. 


‘“A few months before his death he suffered 
.a great shock by the death of his brother which 
sad event once more threw the burden of the 
family on him. He had no family of his own. 
His wife and sons were dead. His two 
daughters were married and settled. His 
brother's family was looked after by the 
brother himself. He wrote to me a very 
pathetic letter on the death of his brother 
which moved me considerably and showed the 
real man in Gopabandhu, religious, affectionate, 
dutiful and selfless.” ...... “I cannot describe 
what a pleasure it was to me to have a co- 
worker like him in whom I could place the 
fullest confidence and the fullest trust. He 
was a man of strong convictions but always 
willing to give way to the opinions of those 
whom he trusted and loved. Oh, what a loss 
to lose such a man....” “The country 
is to-day very much poorer by the death of 
such a son and the Servants of the People 
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Society has lost a leader whose virtues it had 
Just begun to appreciate and honour.” 


Pandit Gopabandhu Das dedicated himself 
in every way for the freedom of the countey 
and service of the poor. As the foremost 
leader and guiding spirit of the freedom move- 
ment in Orissa and as a patriot dedicated to 
the service of mother India, his message 
to his countrymen was :— 


ସ୍ଵ ୩H Eq 


“୍ସାସ୍ୀୀ ପ୍ତ ଖୀ ଶସ୍ଯ, 
୩୮୪୪୪ ୪ ହୁଆ ଙ୍କ ଙଷ୍ୟ ? 
{ଧି ଓ ଖୁ ୩୩ ଓ, 
ଧକ ପଷ୍ଷ ମ5qୀ ଷସି ଆ ? 


୫୮ଖଗୀ faq ୮୩୩, 
ସୀ ୯ ଓ ଞହବ ନଦ ଏ୩। 


ଏଞ୍ସ୍ୁୀ ମୀ ୩୪ ଖୀ, 
ସ ହବିଷ ଞଷ ଅଏ୩ ସକ । 
aff, Sf CG afFdi-a8%, 
af ୯ ୩୩ ଅଓଥ/ଖR । 


ଷ ଷ୍ଠ ଞଞ୍ ସାହ ଚି ଓ ଆ, 
ସୀ ଝା ଆମ୍ଭ ଏ ମାଣ ଫା । 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


[ 26 |] 


ଖ୩ଫୋ/ଙ%୍କ ସଖି Sf ଏଥ, 
urate ଏସ କଃ 
ଞ୩ନ୍ତି ପଥ ସଙୁ-ାଆ 
ଞ୍ଜ ଧି ଖୀ ୩, 
ଖଛ୍ଞଞହ ସିନ ଶଷ, 
ଏ ୩୩ ମୀଏ ୨୮ ଅ। 
ଏନ ପୁଷ ଓ୪ ୮୯g, 
ପଞି ମଝସୟୀବି ଅଃ ଷ୍ଫଓ ଏ୪; 
ସୁନ ଏଥ ଛି ଓଏଞ ଷ୍ୟୀଷ, 
ସୀ ୩ {ଇଏ ଖା ଞ୩୩ । 
ସୁ ୩୧ କିଛି ୮ ଦିକ ମାଧ 
ଝଷୀଷୀ ଆଖୀ ୟf୪ବି । 
ଅିସଏୟ ଷଯାଓଅ-୨ଧି ତ ୩୮୫ 
qଃ aff qf$ ୪ ଞାଷ-ଥାଞ । 
ଏଏ୩୩୩୩-ଏଧି fତ୍ଷ ୁଷ ସ୍ୟ 
୩ ଜାୀଞ୍ଞୱ ସଖି ଛିଓ ଆ । 
ଷଙ୍ଗଞମ୍ଚପଙ୍କ ସ୍୍ଚଙ୍ | 
qe ଏ ୟ୪ଏ୩ cfg a4 fig 1” 


[Transliterated from Oriya} 
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THE PRISONER SPEAKS 


“Ob, My Countrymen, friends and brothers 

‘Stricken are you with grief at my incarceration ? 

It was indeed an event long anticipated 

Why then sorrow for what you knew would happen ? 
To give way to grief is the coward’s course 

Heroes only battle to conquer or perish 

They know not what it is to retreat 

Nor do they quail at thought of being killeds 


Fighters are we in the War of Peace 

We wield no arms nor weapons of death 

No power of muscle nor wealth we need 

Nor armoured vehicles nor elephants and steed 
The weapon of Soul-force is all we cherish 

‘To humble the-pride of arms that they flourish 


Those that have shed atl greed of wealth 
Renounced their homes for the road forlorn 
Derived their strength from mighty “‘Ahimsa” 
It’s they who adorn this war front 

To be thrown into prison is the first fruit to taste 
And the body madly be hacked to pieces in the end 
I know this would come when I entered the fray 
And little do I reck now of grace or disgrace 


Let my body feed the soil of this land 

May my Countrymen tread on it as they walk 

And the holes that are there on the road to Swaraj 
May those be filled up with my bones & flesh 

May the offering of my life advance a whit 

The cause of man’s freedom in this land ever bright 
And the Will of God be fulfilled in my life 

This is, Oh Lord, my last prayer this side. 


(Translated from Oriya) 
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